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River, the Susquehanna River, and the Unadilla River to reflect the results of restudies performed by URS
Group, Inc. in the wake of the June 2006 floods. The DFIRM also reflects the redelineation of flooding
sources based on new topographic information, the update of approximate flood hazards using current
methodology and adjustments to BFEs and floodplain boundaries between contiguous communities.

We have enclosed only those DFIRM panels that actually cover your community. We have provided
complete sets of the DFIRM panels to county officials under separate cover, and they should be available

there for review by your community, if needed.

In addition, we have converted the effective flood hazard information and other digital data for your
community to conform to the new FEMA DFIRM specifications. Changes that resulted from this
conversion process and how they benefit your community are discussed below.

The maps have been created using Geographic Information System (GIS) technology and will be released
in the format of FEMA’s DFIRM Database. The DFIRM Database is the flagship product of FEMA’s
Multi-Hazard Flood Map Modernization program and is central to our modernization effort to increase
the usability of your flood risk data.

The DFIRM Database, when used with a GIS program, has the following advantages for your
community:

You can customize the map appearance;

You can easily find and zoom into your area(s) of interest;

You can easily estimate the BFE in areas of detailed study (Zone AE flood areas);
You can measure areas and distances on screen;

You can overlay other GIS data with FEMA’s DFIRM; and
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